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Based on the idea of the alternative energy sources growing importance, this contribution presents the analysis of 
the Kazakhstan’s atomic industry background, current situation and potential future development. The paper shows the 
role of Kazakh players in the world uranium market. It briefly describes and compares the most typical examples of 
international alliances in the field between Kazakhstan and leading world powers, namely USA, Russia, Canada and 
Japan. Specifically, the contribution explores geopolitical interests of different countries in the region and their 
approaches to ensuring a global control over strategically important resources. 
Given the scarcity of natural oil and gas resources, considerable growth of their prices, the role of alternative 
energy sources is getting more and more significant. One of these sources is uranium used as a fuel at atomic power 
stations. 
Countries have to fight for their position in the uranium market with better established competitors. Since costs of 
uranium deposits development are higher than in the past, demand for nuclear fuel is growing and the role of atomic 
industry is increasing, those countries are forced to be very active if they want to ensure their influence in strategically 
important regions. 
Kazakhstan is certainly one of the most powerful states in Central Asia, both economically and geopolitically. Its 
economy is well developed and political situation is quite stable. The country possesses numerous deposits of various 
natural resources including 19% of the world uranium ore stocks. 
Mining of uranium ore was started in Kazakhstan in the middle of the last century when the Soviet Union’s atomic 
complex was being created. It reached its peak at the beginning of the eighties. In Gorbachev’s time, especially after the 
Chernobyl disaster, a policy of nuclear disarmament has been actively pursued and the Soviet atomic industry 
development programs were, in fact, terminated. 
International cooperation is of utmost importance in the atomic industry. The progress itself is very unlikely 
without foreign investment and technology. Russia, Canada, USA and Japan are key strategic partners of Kazakhstan in 
this respect. 
Development and growth of atomic industry is hardly possible without scientific exchange between researchers 
and specialists of different countries. Kazakhstan is actively involved in this cooperation. 
The analysis of Kazakhstan’s atomic industry shows that a special attention is paid to its rapid development since 
it is considered one of the most important factors of economic growth in the foreseeable future.  
Currently the Kazakh government is actively looking for investors to develop uranium deposits located in the 
country and is trying to ensure favorable conditions for foreign capital inflow. A substantial number of joint ventures 
already operate in the field. There are reasonable grounds for this policy. Constantly increasing crude oil prices 
influenced by partisan war in Iraq, crisis around Iran and “Bolivarian revolution” in Latin America, and forecasted 
exhaustion of this natural resource force industrially developed countries to search for alternative sources of energy. 
Given the size and scale of demand in electricity, atomic energy is likely to be the only alternative. Overcoming the 
Chernobyl syndrome, protests of Greenpeace activists and other radical ecologists the national governments of some 
countries have already taken their decisions to build atomic power stations. 
 
 
